
A 1940s Cape Cod Transformed for Modern Living
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SWAN PARK
STORYBOOK
Location: Swan Park Neighborhood, Wauwatosa

Home Style: 1940s Cape Cod

Scope: Kitchen, Dining & Mudroom Remodel

Square Footage: 3,400 sq. ft.

Client Story: A growing family of five (plus two dogs!)

in search of more flow, function, and heart.

Our Task: To reshape the heart of their home—honoring its historic 

charm while opening it up to more ease, beauty, and real-life 

moments. From cooking and gathering to art projects, after-school 

snacks, and the simple joy of being together, every detail was 

designed to support how they truly live.

WE BUILD BEAUTIFUL.
BUILT ON LEGACY & TRUST.
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COLOR PALETTE

What happens 
when you 
blend 1940s 
charm with 
today’s
real-life 
rhythms? 

A SOFT,  CLEAN 

FOUNDATION WITH WARM 

WHITES AND MUTED HUES 

TO REFLECT NATURAL 

LIGHT AND MAINTAIN 

HISTORICAL CHARACTER.

Drift of Mist
SW 9166
KITCHEN &  MUDROOM WALLS

Pure White
SW 7005
CEILINGS,  BASEBOARDS & CASINGS

Worldly Grey
SW 7043 
KITCHEN & MUDROOM CABINETS

Stained Wood
FLOORING & ISLAND

When a  busy Wauwatosa fami ly  reached out ,  they were  after 

more than a  renovat ion—they were dreaming about  a  home 

that  moved with  the rhythm of  the i r  days ,  supported thei r 

rout ines ,  and ref lected thei r  fami ly  l i fe .  With  three young 

k ids ,  two dogs ,  and a  love for  host ing ,  the i r  1940s layout 

wasn ’ t  cutt ing i t .  The or ig ina l  f low fe l t  long and d is jo inted : 

a  rare ly-used formal  d in ing room up f ront ,  and a  dark , 

cramped k i tchen and mudroom tucked in  the back .  I t  lacked 

the warmth ,  connect ion ,  and funct ional i ty  they craved .
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KITCHEN DETAILS

Every  e lement  in  th is  k i tchen 

was  chosen to  serve both 

beauty  and da i ly  l i fe .  From 

the arched a lcove f raming the 

range to  the generous  quartz 

i s land that  anchors  the space , 

every  deta i l  speaks  to  the 

rhythm of  a  fami ly  that  cooks , 

gathers ,  and l ives  fu l ly  here . 

Mixed cabinetry  f in ishes  br ing 

depth and warmth ,  whi le  honey 

bronze hardware adds a  ref ined 

touch of  contrast .  With  smart 

storage tucked behind every 

panel  and space to  connect 

around every  corner,  th is 

k i tchen isn ’ t  just  the heart  of 

the home—it ’s  the soul  of  how 

th is  fami ly  l ives .

Better  f low between the k i tchen and d in ing areas

�A  l ighter,  br ighter  look  and feel

(goodbye yel low undertones! )�

One inv i t ing d in ing space that  made sense for 

how they gather�

A  spacious  k i tchen work  zone where the home 

chef  could  cook and st i l l  connect�

An is land for  seat ing ,  prep ,  and enterta in ing—

without  a  s ink  in  the middle�

Smarter,  more  intent ional  cabinetry  storage

A versat i le  beverage center  that  seamless ly 

sh i f ts  f rom morning cof fee to  evening cockta i ls 

A  sty le  that  fe l t  f resh and welcoming ,  without 

los ing the soul  of  the or ig ina l  home

This  young fami ly—with  three l i t t le  k ids ,  two dogs , 

and one ser ious ly  pass ionate  home chef—had c lear ly 

outgrown thei r  d isconnected layout .  The c losed-of f 

k i tchen and formal  d in ing room just  d idn ’ t  match the 

way they actual ly  l ived ,  especia l ly  when everyone 

a lways  ended up in  the k i tchen anyway.

What They Asked For...

What 
They 
Hoped 
For...
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THE SPACE THAT 
HOLDS IT ALL 
TOGETHER
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PLUMBING FEATURES

FOCAL:  LUXE & FUNCTIONAL

FAUCET:  BRIZO ROOK PULL-DOWN – BRILLIANCE LUXE GOLD

SINK:  ELKAY QUARTZ CLASSIC –  WHITE

DISPOSAL FLANGE:  MATCHING LUXE GOLD FINISH

Golden Touches 
For Everyday Tasks

FINISH THEME:  HONEY BRONZE +  SATIN BRASS +  AGED BRASS

TOP KNOBS ELLIS  PULLS (6 .5” ,  8 .8” ,  12” ,  18” )  /  HONEY BRONZE -  K ITCHEN CABINETRY

TOP KNOBS SERENE 1”  KARA KNOB /  HONEY BRONZE -  K ITCHEN CABINET DOORS

TOP KNOBS ADDITIONS 2”  CABINET LATCH /  HONEY BRONZE -  UNDER SINK DOORS

SIGNATURE HARDWARE KEETON 8”  SOLID BRASS SHELF BRACKET /  SATIN BRASS -  BEVERAGE NOOK

REJUVENATION HOWELL SINGLE & DOUBLE HOOKS /  AGED BRASS -  MUDROOM LOCKERS

Brass That Brings The Class

CABINET HARDWARE
C

A
B

IN
E

T
 H

A
R

D
W

A
R

E
P

L
U

M
B

IN
G

 F
E

A
T

U
R

E
S



11

T ILE &  FLOORING COUNTERTOP
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ISLAND & PERIMETER: 
Cambr ia  Ever le igh

Engineered Quartz  (Marble)
Pol ished F in ish

RANGE ALCOVE & BAR TOP: 
Marquina

Quartz i te  (Natura l )
Sat in  F in ish

BACKSPLASH: 
Bedros ians  Cloe White

Ceramic  Subway (Glossy  2 .5x8)  In  1 /2  Offset  + 
Vert ica l  Stra ight  Lay

GROUT: 
TEC 909 Ster l ing

MUDROOM FLOOR: 
Dalt i le  Delegate  Black  S late 

Porcela in  12x24 In .  1 /3  Offset  Lay

GROUT: 
Mapei  B lack  10
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TONGUE-AND-GROOVE WALL PANELS

DEDICATED SPACES FOR BOOTS,  BACKPACKS & FURRY FRIENDS

13
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Walls
SHERWIN WILLIAMS 
DRIFT OF MIST -  EGGSHELL/SATIN 

Ceiling
SHERWIN WILLIAMS
PURE WHITE -  FLAT

Casing & Doors
SHERWIN WILLIAMS
PURE WHITE -  SATIN

Cabinetry
SHERWIN WILLIAMS 
WORLDLY GRAY -  SATIN

PAINT

HARDWARE

Mudroom Lockers
REJUVENATION

HOWELL SINGLE & DOUBLE HOOKS -  AGED BRASS

MUDROOM RETREAT



DINING ROOM
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Walls
SHERWIN WILLIAMS 
DRIFT OF MIST -  EGGSHELL/SATIN 

Ceiling
SHERWIN WILLIAMS
PURE WHITE -  FLAT

Casing & Doors
SHERWIN WILLIAMS
PURE WHITE -  SATIN
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The soft  curves  throughout  the space echo the 

1940s character,  whi le  modern updates  make i t 

pract ica l  for  the present .  That  custom k i tchen 

a lcove around the range isn ’ t  just  pretty—it  honors 

the past  whi le  f raming a  da i ly  r i tua l  that  means 

something to  the people  who l ive  here .  The result? 

A  space that ’s  not  only  beaut i fu l  and funct ional—

but  a lso  fee ls  l i ke  i t ’ s  a lways  belonged in  th is  home.
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HONORING THE HOME’S  HISTORY

It’s the little things that make it timeless.
“What  I  loved most  about  th is  pro ject , ”  Sof ie  ref lects ,  “was  the deep t rust  between us  and 

the homeowners .  They gave us  room to  lead ,  and they embraced thoughtfu l  changes—even 

when i t  meant  rev is i t ing window placements  or  ad just ing scope to  stay  with in  budget .  I t  was 

a  t rue col laborat ion . ”

Of  course ,  there  were  chal lenges—l ike  f inding br ick  to  match the or ig ina l  exter ior  a f ter 

moving a  window,  or  ba lancing wish l i s ts  with  rea l-wor ld  costs .  But  together,  we created 

something better  than a  renovat ion :  we bui l t  a  space that  breathes  eas ier,  l ives  br ighter,  and 

te l ls  a  story  th is  fami ly  wi l l  keep wr i t ing for  years  to  come.

“The curves gave it that soft, inviting 
feel. They helped carry through the 1940s 

character in a fresh, intentional way.”

HONORING THE 
HOME’S HISTORY

— Sof ie ,  Lead Des igner
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Practical Meets Personal

“I cannot believe we live here.”

From the beginning ,  the fami ly  emphas ized the need for 

thoughtfu l  organizat ion .  Together,  we mapped cabinetry  ta i lored 

to  the i r  needs—deep drawers  for  pots  and pans ,  pul louts  for 

sp ices  and t rays ,  and a  smart  double-stacked drawer  below the 

induct ion cooktop .  The separate  mudroom now of fers  dedicated 

storage for  coats ,  boots ,  and bags—and gracefu l ly  handles  a l l  o f 

l i fe ’s  comings  and goings .

— Swan Park  Storybook Cl ients

We began by studying how the fami ly  rea l ly  l ived .  The formal 

d in ing room was reserved for  hol idays ,  whi le  a  t iny  d inette 

served as  the da i ly  hub .  The k i tchen ,  meanwhi le ,  lacked both 

l ight  and f low.  By  removing the wal l  between the k i tchen and 

d in ing room,  we opened up the main  f loor,  creat ing a  generous , 

connected space for  cook ing ,  gather ing ,  and everyday l i fe .

We carefu l ly  res ized and re located windows to  inv i te  more 

natura l  l ight ,  incorporated mi l lwork  and charming arches  to  echo 

the home's  character,  and des igned cabinetry  with  intent ion—

from backpacks  and boots  to  sp ices  and sheet  pans ,  everyth ing 

now has  a  p lace .

Reworking the Flow

How We
Brought It
to Life

• 	 A  custom arched a lcove now f rames the range—a pract ica l  and beaut i fu l  focal  po int

• 	 A  bump-out  beverage nook with  gent ly  curved countertops  adds interest  and funct ion

•	 Arched deta i ls  show up again  in  the banquette  and mudroom bench feet

• 	 The is land grew f rom 5 .5  to  10  feet  long ,  with  space for  the whole  fami ly—plus  a  specia l 
spot  for  Grandma,  who a lways  l ikes  to  s i t  on  the end

•	 A mix  of  natura l  wood and pa inted cabinetry  adds warmth and d imension

•	 A generous  quartz  i s land of fers  a  seamless  sur face for  prep and host ing

•	 Tongue-and-groove panel ing on the is land ,  lockers ,  and banquette  adds a  la id-back , 
fami ly- f r iendly  fee l

• 	 A  mesh brass  pocket  door  turns  the pantry  into  a  subt le  showstopper

• 	 A  dedicated mudroom of f  the back entry  keeps the c lutter  out  of  s ight ,  and the k i tchen 
feel ing ca lm

•	 Upholstery  deta i ls  in  soft  b lue echo other  hues  throughout  the f i rst  f loor,  ty ing the 
home together

Lead des igner  Sof ie  leaned into  a  soft  t rans i t ional 

aesthet ic  that  br idges  t imeless  charm with  modern 

l iv ing .  Inspi red by the home’s  or ig ina l  arched doorway, 

she introduced curves  throughout  the space to  create  a 

sense of  f low and cont inuity :
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9730 West  B luemound Road,  Ste  10
Wauwatosa ,  WI  53226

262-649-8388
info@ref inedandco.com 

ref inedandco.com




